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which he has explored variations of sexual behaviour outside
the range of what current custom considers to be normal. Unlike
his earlier work, it contains a mine of personal research based on
individual case histories. The first contribution deals with the
inversion of the love object (homosexuality), the latest with the
inversion of the love subject (eonism). Dealing as they do very
krgely with different aspects of the reversal of the usual pattern
of sex behaviour, they throw into sharp reliefthe contrast between
the phenomena of anatomical intersexuality, as studied by the
geneticist, and sociological intersexuality, as it manifests itself in
human society.

Apart from what we infer from the study of animals most of
our knowledge of how the normal body discharges its functions
comes from the examination of pathological conditions. In study-
ing the body we find that the pathological condition is but an
exaggeration of some aspect of the normal processes at work.
Havelock Ellis realized that much the same may be true about
man's "moral and prudential nature." In the 'nineties the idea
was less commonplace than it has now become. More than a
little intellectual courage was necessary to carry it to fruition.

Every biologist now knows how much our knowledge of the
history of the carbohydrates in the chemical exchanges of the
body owes to the study of diabetes, and what impetus cretinism
and acromegaly have given to the study of the internal secretions.
We do not discourage the study of alcaptonuria or Addison's
disease, because we regard these conditions as a handicap to the
body. To the study of man's "moral and prudential nature" the
prevailing attitude is quite otherwise. When a deviation from
the norm has been labelled a crime or a perversion it ceases to be
an objective of intellectual curiosity and is appropriated by the
two professions most conspicuously devoid of it. Havelock Ellis
was fortunate in escaping from one of them without irreparable
loss. In 1898, a year after the publication of Sexual Inversions, Mr.
Bedborough was prosecuted for selling it. The prosecution ruined
him. The author himself was not victimized. He withdrew the
book from publication after a German edition had already